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your battles vigorously, but be a soldier of truth and
tEFTilKaga^                                                           so

When the Blessed One had spoken thus, Simha,
the general, said: "Glorious Lord, glorious Lord!
Thou hast revealed the truth. Great is the doctrine
of the Blessed One. Thou, indeed, art the Buddha,
the Tathagata, the Holy One. Thou art the teacher of
mankind. Thou showest us the road of salvation, for
this indeed is true deliverance. He who follows thee
will not miss the light to enlighten his path. He will
find blessedness and peace. I take my refuge, Lord,
in the Blessed One, and in. his doctrine^ and in his
brotherhood. May the Blessed One receive me from
this day forth while my life lasts as a disciple who has
taken refuge in him."                                              31

And the Blessed One said : " Consider first, Simha,
what you are doing. It is becoming that persons of
rank like you do nothing without due consideration."32

Simha's faith in the Blessed One increased. He
replied: "Had other teachers, Lord, succeeded in
making me their disciple, they would carry around
their banners through the whole city of Y^MilJi' s^out"
ing : < Simha, the general has become our disciple !
For the second time, Lord, I take my refuge in the
Blessed One, and in the Dharma, and in the Sangha;
may the Blessed One receive me from this day forth
while my life lasts as a disciple who has taken his
refuge in him."                                                           3S

Said the Blessed One: "For along time, Simha,
offerings have been given to the Nirgranthas in your
house. You should therefore deem it right also in the
future to give them food when they come to you on
their alms-pilgrimage."                                              84